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NOTE

As both a singer and a conductor I have always loved the famous Messe de
minuit pour Noél by Marc-Antoine Charpentier, but have also felt frustrated
that I did not recognise the French carols used as material for the work.

I had also long cherished the idea of writing a setting of the Mass which
might use Christmas music that present-day singers would recognise — hence
A Christmas Mass. 1t was first performed on 1 December 2007 in Saffron
Walden, by Chantage conducted by James Davey. The London premiere
followed three days later, when I conducted the London Chorus at St John’s,
Smith Square.

From the immense store of carols and hymns for the Christmas season I have
used some seventy or so. Many of these melodies in fact chose themselves as
I worked on the piece. Some provided important thematic material and some
make only a brief appearance.

The emphasis is on a joyful celebration of this season and its rich musical
heritage. The result will, I hope, have a place in the concert hall and in Advent
and Christmas carol-services, and will also be used liturgically.

Under the title Hark! Chantage at Christmas, the Mass has been recorded on
the EMI Gold label. A version for orchestra, compatible with this vocal score,
is available on hire from the publishers (HL388).

Ronald Corp
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FANTASIA
ON

CHRISTMAS
CAROLS

VOCAL SCORE

for Baritone Solo, Chorus and Orchestra by

RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

STAINER & BELL



NOTE

This Fantasia is founded on the following traditional English carols: The truth sent
from above (Herefordshire) words and tune; Come all you worthy gentlemen (Somerset)
words and tune: On Christmas night (Sussex) words and tune; There is a fountain
(Herefordshire) tune only; together with fragments of other well-known carol
tunes.

The work is scored for ordinary full orchestra with organ and set of bells (ad lib.),
or string orchestra with organ or piano. Alternatively, it may be accompanied by
organ or piano alone, played from the vocal score, with an optional solo cello part
(H212). A chorus part for performance by solo baritone and TTBB is also available
(W41).

The chorus is required to sing in four different ways:

| Singing the words oo monibh, closed Gfs.
2 Singing with closed lips &~ {

3 Singing ‘Ah’

4 Singing with half-closed lips i.e. with a short u’ sound as in the word ‘but’.
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FANTASIA ON CHRISTMAS CAROLS
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Choral works by Ralph Vaughan Williams also available from Stainer & Bell

A Cambridge Mass
SATRB solos, double chorus and orchestra

Three Elizabethan Part Songs
A Sweet Day (SATB or SSA); The Willow Song (SATB or SSA); O mistress mine (SATB)

Five English Folk Songs
The Dark Eyed Sailor; The Spring Time of the Year; Just as the tide was flowing;
The Lover’s Ghost; Wassail Song (all SATB)

The Garden of Proserpine
Soprano solo, SATB and orchestra

Five Mystical Songs

Easter; I got me flowers; Love bade me welcome; The Call; Antiphon
Baritone solo, SATB or SSAA or TTBB and orchestra

Also available with accompaniment for string orchestra (or string quartet) and piano,

O be joyful in the Lord (The Hundredth Psalm)
SATB and organ or orchestra
Also available with accompaniment for string orchestra and organ (or piano).

O clap your hands
SATB and organ (with optional brass) or orchestra

O praise the Lord of heaven
SATB SATB and semi-chorus

A Sea Symphony (Symphony No. 1)
Soprano and baritone solos, SATB and orchestra

Toward the Unknown Region
SATB and orchestra

Twelve Traditional Carols from Herefordshire
SATB (unaccompanied) or voice(s) and piano

Willow-Wood
Baritone solo, SSAA (ad lib.) and orchestra









