HERE COMES THE SUN
 A lockdown pick-me-up for CNCS 

Arranged by The Man At The Front – July 2020

INFORMATION
"Here Comes the Sun" was written by George Harrison and appeared on the Beatles’ 1969 album Abbey Road. He wrote the song in early 1969 at the country house of his friend Eric Clapton, having chosen to play truant for the day to avoid attending a meeting at the Beatles' Apple Corps organisation. The lyrics reflect his relief at the arrival of spring and the temporary respite he was experiencing from the band's business affairs. As of September 2019, it was the most streamed Beatles song in the United Kingdom, with over 50 million plays. Harrison said in his autobiography:

"Here Comes the Sun" was written at the time when Apple was getting like school, where we had to go and be businessmen: 'Sign this' and 'sign that.' Anyway, it seems as if winter in England goes on forever, by the time spring comes you really deserve it. So one day I decided I was going to sag off Apple and I went over to Eric Clapton's house. The relief of not having to go see all those dopey accountants was wonderful, and I walked around the garden with one of Eric's acoustic guitars and wrote "Here Comes the Sun".
LEARNING NOTES
This arrangement fits exactly with the original song, with which you can sing along on youtube (see blog for link) or Spotify, or your own Abbey Road LP!.

The only differences are:

· The song starts at bar 4 (guitar). The opening 3 bars are an introductory ‘fanfare’, which pre-echoes the ‘bridge’ music (see bars 41/42 – but different rhythm and slight variation in notes)
· The song ends at your bar 77 (page 10). Sing your parts here and stop for now! The music is the same as bars 42/43
· Bars 79 to the end will be put together when we meet up, but the music is familiar, made up of:
· i) a repeat of the ending you have just sung (bars 77/78) after a link bar (79)

· ii) and after the link bar again - a ‘fanfare’ ending, which is opening repeated, but scored differently
· Bar 13 – Note that they sing “Doo dn doo doo” and YOU DON’T! 
Extra things to look out for:

· Bar 20, verse 1 – Everyone sings the tune in unison. Sops and basses have it in their
parts. On the repeat for verse 2, alto & tenor sing your own lines (harmony)
· Bar 49, verse 3 – Sops have the tune, altos and tenors have a kind of gospel backing part which has a repeated pattern of rhythm and notes. Bases have a completely independent bass line here rather than tune, although you do join the tune rhythm in bars 59-61
· Bar 65, chorus – very similar to bars 28-32 but basses, as above, your part is independent of the others again!
YOUR CHALLENGE:

· Listen to the song and enjoy singing along with the tune, focusing on getting the syncopated rhythms tidy and together
· Learn your own independent parts. 
· The sops have the tune throughout so can pay attention to giving a strong lead

· A, T & B also have the tune in places and need to be confident when departing from it to form harmony 
Enjoy the music and don’t let the learning get in the way too much! It’s going to sound great when we put it together. GOOD LUCK!
